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Xiangnagfe of India.

The history of the language and the dialects of India
is by no means so simple and clear as was formerly
supposed. The more it is studied, the more compli-
cated it becomes. It begins with the Sanskrit of the
Vedas, about 1500 B.C., though some scholars arc in-
clined to place its beginning at a much earlier date.
To me it seems that the admission of an earlier date
would no doubt remove some difficulties, but that
direct proof is quite impossible.

Vedic Sanskrit.

We can watch the Vedic language in three stages.
that of the hymns, that of the Brahman/as, and that of
the Sutras. Between tho hymns and tho UraJmuiwaH
there must ha. vo been a complete break, and however
carefully the pronunciation of the Yedio hymns may
have been preserved by oral tradition, "their true.
meaning had evidently bem completely lost between
the two periods. There IB no nuc.h break between the
Brfihmarms and tho Sfitras, but the language of the
Sutras has preserved but few of the old Vedic pecu-
liarities, and does not differ much from the ordinary
Sanskrit, as iixcd by the rules of P;v//im\s grammar.

The language of tho Vedic hymns must have been
at OIK* time, a, spoken language in the North- West, of
India, but it should be romom bored that we, know it
in its poetic form only, and mostly an applied to
religious subjects. Though wo cannot form a clear
idea how these hymns were composed, preserved, and
finally collected, one tiling is quite certain, that they
soon assumed a sacred character, and were handed
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